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Notes to parents  
and teachers  

 

How to Use This Journal  
 Make mission prayer an integral part of your youth program! The prayer ideas 
from Wycliffe Bible Translatorsõ Student Prayer Journal  will help you engage young peo-
ple in meaningful, regular prayer times for the world.  
 We have included suggestions for your youth program and/or home. You can make 
reminder tools by cutting tags and a bookmark from pages 43 and 45 of this journal and 
laminating them. Each month, or session, you can give the young people the correspond-
ing tag as a reminder of their commitment to pray. The tags can also be strung on any 
keychain with beads or ribbon. Encourage the young people to use their bookmark  
regularly, too.  
 If a 12 -month program is too long, feel free to adapt the journal to fit a weekly  
or daily program. Let this journal work for your unique group and situation. Repeated  
activities can build healthy habits. May this one last for a lifetime!  

 

Sharing This Journal  
 In Matthew 18:19 Jesus said, òIf two of you agree here on earth concerning  
anything you ask, my Father in heaven will do it for you.ó Consider printing one colorful, 
poster -sized copy of the prayer journal for your whole class or family to share. Together, 
record the prayers you pray for Bibleless peoples around the world, as well as missionar-
ies the students know. Young people can create powerful local prayer teams, even at 
their young age. Just t hink of what could happen when children around the world pray 
together for those who donõt have Godõs Word!  

 

Printing Instructions for Teachers and Parents  
 Margins are purposely set to allow for double -sided printing. This will give you 

room on the left side to staple or bind a copy of this journal for each child. Notice that 
pages 38-46 are activity pages which you may or may not wish to bind into the Student 
Prayer Journal . 
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Possible Outcomes 
The desire is to see some of these outcomes as the students pray and use this journal:  
 

Begin lifelong habits of regular prayer for the world  
Bring families together in prayer  
Pray for Bibleless people groups  
Expand young peopleõs prayer lives to include more items 
Learn about different areas of the world  
Learn to pray from the Scriptures  
Learn a balanced prayer life with the ACTS model  
Use prayer reminder items (cube, tags, bookmarks)  
Journal personal prayers and Godõs answers as faith-builders  

 

Need More Ideas?  
In addition to this Studentõs Prayer Journal  you will find these lessons on prayer as free 
downloads on Wycliffeõs web sites www.wycliffe.org/Kids/FreeCurriculum.aspx and / or 
http://www.wycliffe.org/Students.aspx    
  

 Bread for All  
 If These Walls Could Talk  
 Kids Praying a Difference  
 Pick and Pray 
 Prayer to the Rescue!  

 
 Use one of the lessons above to introduce this prayer journal; make Bibleless  

People Group Prayer Cubes from page 41 of this journal to help the students learn to pray 
for Bibleless people; and/or copy, laminate and cut a prayer bookmark for each child from 
page 45 of this journal to start off the prayer project.   

Share Your Prayers and Enlarge the Team!  
When you have completed at least 30 days of prayer for Bibleless peoples, please  

consider sending the words of your prayers to childrens_resources_orlando@wycliffe.org  
Some of these prayers will be posted anonymously on the Wycliffe childrenõs web site to 
encourage others to join you, and create an even larger group of prayer partners!  

 Bibleless People Group Prayer Cube 
Bright Ideas! include lessons on 
prayer also  

http://www.wycliffe.org/Students.aspx
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Thank You!  
We want to thank those of you who have already taken the time to answer 

the pre -use questionnaire for this prayer journal lesson.   If you did, your anony-
mous responses may already be posted at:   http://www.wycliffe.org/Kids/
FreeCurriculum/PrayerLessons.aspx   If you havenõt done that yet, we encourage 
you to go back to that site to take the survey, so we can all watch to see how the 
studentõs prayer lives are impacted by this prayer tool. Even if you havenõt fin-
ished using the lesson, you can return to the website to take the post -use survey 
anytime after 30 days of use. Weõd be happy to remind you to do that.  Just ask 
for a reminder by e -mail from childrens_resources_orlando@wycliffe.org   After 
you take the post -use questionnaire, we will send you an as yet unpublished les-
son we think youõll enjoy teaching, as a way of thanking you for taking the time 
you took to do those surveys!  

Young People Can Make a Difference  
Challenge the young people with these examples of others 
who prayed for Bibleless people groups regularly. They are 
not  too young to make a difference!  
 

A mother wrote: Thank you for the prayer cards* ñwhen 
our 10 -year-old saw that we were given a group in Russia, 
she exclaimed, ôOh, Mom, they gave us one of the hard ones.õ 

Sheõs the type that would rather tackle the impossible, so will probably be 
more faithful to pray than if she thought it was an easy one.  
 

Some have made it a family project. One parent wrote:  Our children pray for 
the people at every meal. Our 8 -year-old always includes that the people will 
want to know Jesus, that they will welcome the translator, and that the Lord 
will be preparing and making the translator willing to go.  
 

A recent letter caused us again to thank God for what He is doing in the 
hearts of those of you who are praying:  Two or three years ago Dr. K. told us 
of the many needs of Wycliffe. But she had a different twist, an unusual  op-
portunity. She said they believed in prayer and were looking for people to  

http://www.wycliffe.org/Kids/FreeCurriculum/PrayerLessons.aspx
http://www.wycliffe.org/Kids/FreeCurriculum/PrayerLessons.aspx
mailto:childrens_resources_orlando@wycliffe.org
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'adopt' a Bibleless people. And you didn't have to pay anything, just send in 
the card* she providedéMy son was 11 or 12 and this interested him. I was 
sure it would be a play for money. So - we risked being flooded by 'please send 
money' requests and sent in the card and a return envelope. With amazing 
speed we learned the name of our people. And we prayed daily. éWe have 
been sent newsletters, prayer helps, encouragement and even special infor-
mation about our people. And never a request for money. Our church supports 
Wycliffe and we have witnessed to them about your belief that prayer opens 
doors money cannot. You have given this mother and son a wonderful oppor-
tunity to be agreed in a daily prayer purpose. All your mailings have helped us 
not to pray only for you, but you have made our lives, lives of prayeré. It has 
also made us realize how privileged we are to open any of many Bible versions 
we have-in our home, in our own language. What a blessed gift you have 
helped us to see."  

 

A Wycliffe mother wrote: Every Sunday we prayed for people who didn't have 
missionaries. Our son Sam, just five years old, asked if Easter Island had  
missionaries and we said we didn't know. So he decided to pray for Easter  
Island. We sort of smiled to ourselves as every Sunday Sam would pray for 
Easter Island to get a missionary there.  
 

Then we got a letter from the director of Wycliffeõs work in Peru, for  
whom we often prayed. He knew nothing of Sam's prayers. He said he  
was assigning someone to work on the language of Easter Island. We were 
really surprised. We apologized to Sam and told him. He went out selling  
stationery and gave half his proceeds to support the workers assigned there. 
Then he got a letter from them which said they had started being interested in 
Easter Island at the time he started praying. God had burdened a five -year-
old to pray. We are never too young to be His instrument.  

 
*Learn about joining the Bibleless Prayer Project. Families, groups or individuals 
can receive a prayer packet and yearly updates about a Bibleless people group by 
going to http://www.wycliffe.org/Pray/BiblelessPeoplesPrayerProject.aspx   
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Pray repeatedly  
with increasing  

 focus   
 
Week/Session 1  

Read the profile about the people group and pray  
regularly for them based on what you have read about them.  

 

Week/Session  2  
Review what you know about the people group. Read the verse aloud. Pray for the  

people group based on what you read in the verse. Use the ACTS acrostic to help you.  
 

Week/Session 3  
On a map, find the country where the people group lives. If you can, find information 

about that country to share with the class. Pray for the people group and their country 
using the ACTS acrostic. Pray for the future translators...that God will prepare them to 
work as willing members of a translation team and that the waiting people group will  
welcome the translation team.  

 

Week/Session 4  
Pray for a missionary with whom your students are acquainted. If possible, select 

someone who is serving in the part of the world where the monthõs people group lives. 
Pray for the physical needs of the people.  

 

Week/Session 5  
Review what you have learned. Encourage students to pray  that when this people 

group finally receives Godõs Word many will read, obey and put their trust in Jesus. Pray 
for peace in the country where the group lives. Also pray   for the missionary or mission-
ary team you selected, remembering to use the ACTS acrostic.  
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UMEDA 

WOLEAI 

  

 
 

Pray for people who do not have the Bible in their language!  
  

More than 200 million people around the world donõt have the Bible in their languages! 
They speak over 2,000 languages. The population of Canada is only 33 million people.  
That means that there are more Bibleless people around the world than all of Canadaõs 
citizens! What if you were one of those 200 million that didnõt have the Bible in your lan-
guage? Imagine not being able to read or hear John 3:16, or any other verse, in the lan-
guage you understand best. That is what it is like for young people in Bibleless language 
groups. They donõt have the Bible in their languages. 

You can make a difference for these young people and for their families.  

How? 

Map courtesy of http://www.freeworldmaps.net/  

Want a Challenge?  

students can change the world  
through prayer!  

ZAPOTEC 

AKEBU 

ELKEI 

GUSILAY 

SAFWA OSING 

I CA MELANAU 

HRUSSO 

WOLEAI 

XIBE 

UMEDA 
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Here are some ideas to help you get started. Pray...  
for each people group based on the suggested Scripture verse  

that God will prepare their hearts for the good news of Jesus.  

that they will  hear the good news of Jesus.  

that they will  believe the good news when they hear it . 

for God to send workers to give them the Bible in their language.  

that they will  read or hear the Bible in their language . 

that churches will use the Bible in their language . 
 

 

 

Try an A.C.T.S. prayer from what you read in John 3:16 . 
 

ADORATIONñTell God what you love about  Him:  
[I love You because You are loving and giving, You hold eternal life in Your hands!]  
 

CONFESSIONñTell God about your sins and ask for forgiveness:  
[Please forgive me for not acting in a way that loves the world the way You do.]  
 

THANKSGIVINGñThank God for what He has done:  
[Thank you, God, that You sent Your only Son to die so that we can live eternally.]  
 

SUPPLICATIONñPray for the needs of the people group, others and even your needs.  
[Heavenly Father, please make me and other Christians bold enough to tell people that 
when they believe in Jesus Christ they can receive eternal life, too.]  

Not sure how to start?  

You can pray around the world!  
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January 

 The day begins just before dawn for Akebu 
school children in Togo. Boys and girls fetch water 
from the well before  breakfast. They help with 
cooking chores and wash and dress younger brothers 
and sisters.  

 On the red dirt road to school the air feels hot 
and heavy. Insects buzz. A colorful bird whoops in a 
steamy forest nearby. The children giggle and dawdle 
and then race each other the 
rest of the way.  

 Now lessons are 
about to begin. Everyone is 
serious about learning. 

Some students worked very hard to earn their own school 
fees by selling vegetables or soap in the outdoor market.  

 
 

The Akebu people of Togo do not have the Bible  
in their own language.  

Akebu 
(AH-kay-boo) 

òAll Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us  
realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to  
do what is rightó (2 Timothy 3:16). 
 
How could the Bible help the Akebu people?  
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 A DORATION: Tell God what you love about Him from the verse on page 12.  

Dear God, I love you because 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

C ONFESSION: Tell God about your sins and ask for forgiveness.  

Please forgive me because I 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

T HANKSGIVING: Thank God for what He has done.  

God, thank you for 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

S UPPLICATION: Pray for the needs of the Akebu people using the Scripture verse on 
the previous page.  

          I know You can do anything. Please 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

ACTS Prayer 
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February 

 They flutter here. They flicker there. 
Butterflies are everywhere! Birdwing and 
Swallowtail butterflies splash glowing colors in the 
jungles of Papua New Guinea. Baby is fascinated. 
He watches the butterflies float and swoop and 
dart. Big brother almost catches one. Grandmother 
prefers to admire her grandson.  

 Elkei men cut 
down sago palms and 
plant gardens with  
taro and sweet potato. 
They hunt furry 
marsupials called 
bandicoots and 

cassowary birds as big as emus. Boys love to go with the 
men. In the village, girls help mothers cook sticky sago 
porridge. Palm leaf houses perch on  stilts. Not too far away 
pigs dig and stomp  and snort.  

 
The Elkei people of Papua New Guinea do not have 

the Bible in their own language.  

Elkei 
(el-kay) 

òFor the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, 
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts 
and desiresó (Hebrews 4:12). 
 

What could  the Elkei know about themselves  if they had the Bible?   
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A DORATION: Tell God what you love about Him from the verse on page 14.  

Dear God, I love you because 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

C ONFESSION: Tell God about your sins and ask for forgiveness.  

Please forgive me because I 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

T HANKSGIVING: Thank God for what He has done.  

God, thank you for 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

S UPPLICATION: Pray for the needs of the Elkei people using the Scripture verse on 
the previous page.  

        I know You can do anything. Please 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

ACTS Prayer 
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March 

 Do you want to know a secret? A Gusilay 
woman tells her best friend todayõs news. No one 
else hears. The noisy market in Senegal explodes 
with all kinds of sound. People call out to each 
other. Laughter erupts. Music thumps. Children 
shout. Bicycles squeak.  

 It looks like someone took a brush and 
painted everything 
postcard bright. 
Flowing dresses 

reflect the rich colors of fresh vegetables and ripe fruit. 
Red tomatoes glow in the sunshine. Green crunchy 
cabbages huddle together. Fat orange mangoes are 
ready to burst with juice.  

 Mmm. Take a whiff of dried fish. Smell the  
oily home-crushed peanut butter. Doesnõt it make  
you hungry?  

 

The Gusilay people of Senegal do not have the 
Bible in their own language.  

Gusilay 
(GE-se-lie)  

òMake them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truthó (John 17:17). 
 
What could Godõs Word do for the the Gusilay people if they had the Bible?   
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A DORATION: Tell God what you love about Him from the verse on page 16.  

Dear God, I love you because 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

C ONFESSION: Tell God about your sins and ask for forgiveness.  

Please forgive me because I 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

T HANKSGIVING: Thank God for what He has done.  

God, thank you for 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

S UPPLICATION: Pray for the needs of the Gusilay people using the Scripture verse on 
the previous page.   

        I know You can do anything. Please 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

ACTS Prayer 
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 Mynah birds chatter in the nearby forest. A 
great hornbill swoops and whooshes from tree to 
tree. He shows off his massive yellow bill. He 
flaunts his huge black and white banded wings.  

 It is almost wintertime in northern India. 
Hrusso people glide 
and sway in  
the perfect harmony 
of an age-old line 
dance. Silver 
necklaces sparkle 
and beads jingle. 
The dancers splash 

scarlet shawls and banded sashes over clothes as pure 
white as the distant snow -topped mountains.  

  The festival lasts four days. Everyoneõs sister and 
aunt and cousin feast and sing and swing together in the 
dance. They hope for good health and a rich harvest.  

 
The Hrusso people of India do not have the Bible 

in their own language.  

òSuch things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us 
hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for Godõs promises to be fulfilledó 
(Romans 15:4).  
 
What could the Hrusso people receive  if they had the Bible?   
 
 
 

Hrusso 
(RU-so) 

April 
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A DORATION: Tell God what you love about Him from the verse on page 18.  

Dear God, I love you because 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

C ONFESSION: Tell God about your sins and ask for forgiveness.  

Please forgive me because I 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

T HANKSGIVING: Thank God for what He has done.  

God, thank you for 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

S UPPLICATION: Pray for the needs of the Hrusso people using the Scripture verse on 
the previous page.   

        I know You can do anything. Please 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

ACTS Prayer 
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 Jiggle! Clip clop, clip clop! An Ica man rides 
close to the snowcapped mountains of Colombia. 
Proudly he wears clothes he wove himself. The 
poncho stripes and the pattern on the shoulder 
bags are his own design. His white cap glows like 
the mountaintop it represents.  

 Bump! Tara bump! 
Bump bump! The air 
ripples with rhythm as a 
woman throws the pestle 
in the mortar again and 
again . Click! Clickety 
click! An Ica woman 
always walks and weaves 
at the same time. Baby 

snores peacefully in the special hammock slung on her back. 
Snore and foooh! Bump bump and clickety click! Jiggle and 
clip clop clip!  

 

The Ica people of Colombia  do not have the Bible  
in their own language.  

òI passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me. Christ 
died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. he was buried, and he was raised from the dead on 
the third day, just as the Scriptures saidó (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).  
 
What could  the Ica  people know if they had the Bible?   
 
 

 

Ica  
(EE-kah) 

 

May 
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A DORATION: Tell God what you love about Him from the verse on page 20.  

Dear God, I love you because 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

C ONFESSION: Tell God about your sins and ask for forgiveness.  

Please forgive me because I 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

T HANKSGIVING: Thank God for what He has done.  

God, thank you for 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

S UPPLICATION: Pray for the needs of the Ica people using the Scripture verse on the 
previous page.  

       I know You can do anything. Please 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

ACTS Prayer 
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June 

 Ripple and plop! The river laps and gurgles 
gently at every home. It is the main street of the  
village. A boy waves to a man paddling his hand -
carved canoe. A fisherman swings his heavy  
gleaming catch upon his shoulders. The Melanau 
people of Malaysia build boats with great skill and 
catch fish expertly.  

 Everyone eats the fresh fish. As it is 
roasted, the tantalizing and savory smell makes 
your mouth water. With steaming rice or sago 
baked in coconut milk, it tastes scrumptious!  

 Children noisily splash in the river. 
They collect wriggling crabs, shimmering 
shrimp and tiny, slippery fish. It is a great 
way to stay cool when it is hot and humid.  

 

The Melanau people of Malaysia  do 
not have the Bible in their own 

language. 

òI have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. I praise you,  
O LORD; teach me your decreesó (Psalm 119:11, 12). 
 
How could the Bible help the Melanau people?  
 

 

Melanau 
(ma-LA-now)  
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A DORATION: Tell God what you love about Him from the verse on page 22.  

Dear God, I love you because 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

C ONFESSION: Tell God about your sins and ask for forgiveness.  

Please forgive me because I 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

T HANKSGIVING: Thank God for what He has done.  

God, thank you for 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

S UPPLICATION: Pray for the needs of the Melanau people using the Scripture verse 
on the previous page.  

        I know You can do anything. Please 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

ACTS Prayer 
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July 

 Many years ago the towering volcano 
rumbled. The lava flow raced down the mountain. 
As usual the sun shone. Warm rains drizzled. Then 
a lime green blanket unrolled over ash -gray dirt. 
Today people say if you plant any stick, it will grow 
on the Indonesian island of Java.  

 Like their parents, Osing children enjoy 
family feasts. All the neighbors come.  Women bring 
fruit and 
flowers that 
glow with color. 
Musicians drum 
with dancing 
fingers or tap 

gently  on bronze gongs with special hammers. 
Graceful dancers swing smoothly to the liquid sound. 
Peace reigns in the valley.  

 

The Osing people of Indonesia do not have the 
Bible in their own language.  

òFor you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will last 
forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of Godó (1 Peter 1:23). 
 
What could  the Osing people have if they had the Bible?   
 
 

 

Osing 
(OH-sing)  
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A DORATION: Tell God what you love about Him from the verse on page 24.  

Dear God, I love you because 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

C ONFESSION: Tell God about your sins and ask for forgiveness.  

Please forgive me because I 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

T HANKSGIVING: Thank God for what He has done.  

God, thank you for 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

 

S UPPLICATION: Pray for the needs of the Osing people using the Scripture verse on 
the previous page.  

       I know You can do anything. Please 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  

ACTS Prayer 
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August 

 Outside the house, behind the fence -sticks, 
giggles and jokes bubble. Sisters and brothers and 
cousins laugh 
and jostle each 
other. It is fun  
to peek at people 
passing by. 
Today everyone 
is in a hurry. It is 
market day, and 
it is going to 
rain. People buy 
bananas and 

peanuts and sweet tomatoes. Some men ride bicycles 
on the dirt roads, but most people walk.  

 The Safwa people live on the mountainsides of 
the Rift Valley in Tanzania. Their mud -brick homes 
glow in the afternoon sunshine. Rain clouds hover 
over thatched and tin roofs. Dry season is over  
at last.  

  
The Safwa people of Tanzania do not have the Bible in their own language.  
 ò...they listened eagerly to Paulõs message. They searched the Scriptures day  
after day to see if Paul and Silas were teaching the truthó (Acts 17:11). 
 
What could the Safwa people do if they had the Bible?  
 
 

 

Safwa 
(SA-fwa)  

 


