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Description:
missionary ‘play
houses’ from around
the world

Aim: teach that
missionaries live in
many different types
of homes and teach
kids to pray

Audience: 2-5 year
olds, any size class
with enough helpers

Time: 10-15 minutes

Equipment: large
cardboard appliance
boxes, paint,
blankets, tents,
crayons

Scripture to Study:
Matthew 19:29
I Timothy 6:8
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Bright Ideas!

Leader’s Instructions:

Pre-class Preparations:

1. Construct the play houses all at once for a mission
conference or Vacation Bible School, or do them one at
a time and feature a different home each week, month or
year in your classroom. Remember, a play house doesn’t
have to be perfect or professional for preschoolers to love
it. (One church in Oregon was blessed with a builder-type
who constructed a durable yurt from PVC pipe and
canvas. Maybe your church has someone like that, too?
If not, anyone can convert cardboard into these simple
play houses below.)

2. If your church, class or family supports a missionary,
research and find out their specific style of home.
Personalizing always gives opportunity to pray for your
missionary. Some have given up big homes to live in far
away countries. (See Matthew 19:29). Recent prayer
letters will give you hints as to their needs. The list below
gets you started. Expand it with your imagination!

Homes to build:

1. Pitch a tent. Use real camping tents or construct them
by throwing a blanket over tables, chairs pushed together,
etc. If you know a missionary who works with nomadic
people, move the tent from week to week in search of
fresh water and grass for the animals. While inside the
tent, pray for your tent-dwelling missionaries in places
like Northern and sub-Saharan Africa.

2. Sail in a ship. Pretend to staff the Logos II or the Mercy
Ship, as crew members, taking the gospel and physical aid
around the world. Construct your ships by laying large
cardboard appliance boxes lengthwise on the floor, cutting
out the top and bringing the front to a point. Voila! Some
missionaries live on ships for years at a time, only getting
off now and then when the ship docks at a port.
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3. Build a city of modern homes. Complete this set with
houses, store, and gas station. Tempura paint does wonders
for an old cardboard box. Many missionaries live in
modern cities all over just like the ones here in the USA.

Notes:

4. Bend a Turkish yurt. Make a round yurt like the ones
used by nomadic Mongols of Siberia. Bend heavyweight
wire into a large circle of 4-6 foot diameter. Thread it back
and forth every 12 inches through long strips of 3 foot high
cardboard walls. Use a wire at the top and at the bottom,
making sure not to leave any sharp ends exposed. Cover
ends with electrical or duct tape and attach a cardboard or
cloth roof. Some missionaries in Siberia live like this.

5. Perch a house on stilts. Look for a preschool slide set at
garage sales. The large square platform at the top makes a
perfect frame for your house on stilts. Simply leave a
doorway where stairs go up and run cardboard walls all
around the rest of the platform. (You will have an
inoperable for that time.) A blue plastic tarp or cloth makes
believable water below. Cardboard or cloth makes a good
roof here, too. Missionaries to Papua New Guinea often
live in these stilt houses. Sometimes there is no water
below, only the families’ pigs and chickens who eat the
food scraps dropped from above!

6. Hang a hammock or stretch a cot. Some missionaries
travel through the countryside and sleep outdoors under the
stars with no house around them at all! Set up a camping
cot with a sleeping bag on top, or a low-slung hammock
and you’ll have some interesting conversations for sure.
Add mosquito netting and an artificial fichus tree or plants
for an even more realistic setting. Missionaries in South
American rainforests and in parts of Africa live this way,
especially when travelling into new areas for the first time

7. Turn a wagon into a travel trailer. Cut the bottom out of
a cardboard box and set it in a large wagon. Cut windows
and a door. Have a helper or sturdy child pull one or two
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Notes: others inside. Some missionaries travel with nomadic
groups in this way throughout Africa and parts of Europe.
Medical teams also serve large areas all over the world by
travelling from village to village with Bibles and medicine.

Class Time:

1. Let children play house in their own way with the different
styles of homes. They will cook, sit and sleep, look in and
out of the windows, and generally explore all on their own.
Little instruction from teachers is needed. Try to have a
helper assigned to each house for good supervision.

2. Display a large picture of a missionary you support on the
outside of each home, possibly near the doorway.

3. Have a brief prayer time as children sit inside various
houses. Keep it short. Ask them questions that will help
them learn how to pray. For instance, you might ask if
anyone ever got seasick on a boat. Then lead them in
praying that (missionaries) won’t get seasick, but that
they’ll feel well so they can tell others about Jesus. Or pray
that the people with which your missionaries live will
understand about Jesus and accept Him as their Savior and
Lord. Check to see if your missionaries have specific
requests and praises in their most recent prayer letters.
Then, pray about those, too. Keep up-to-date on your mis-
sionaries’ needs.

Bright Ideas! Homes Afar, 12/20/2006, Page 3




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



